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TO THE READER. 


* 


* 


Tus following pages were not originally 
deſigned for publication; they were ad- 
dreſſed to certain individuals, for whoſe in- 
tereſt the writer was particularly anxious, 
with a view to inſtruct them 1 in the princi- 

ples of true Chriſtian piety. Upon reflec- 

tion, it occurred to him that what might be 
uſeful to a few, might, through the bleſſing 
of God, be made ſo to many: in which 
hope he commits his ideas to the preſs, re- 
commending them more eſpecially to the 
conſideration of thoſe, who have not time 
or opportunity to peruſe larger works on 
the ſame eee dane 


ae EE TI eee. 


LETTER, &c. 


Dear Bret ers and S: iſters, 


ay 


a ] HOPE y you ; have all received 3 foiritual be- 


nefit Rem thoſe paſſages in the ſacred pages to 
which I referred you laſt year: in this hope I ſhall, 

through the help of God, make ſome obſervations 
to ſhew the abſolute- neceſſity of a real and ſubſtan- 


tial regeneration in Chriſt, as that alone which can give 


us any degree of happineſs here, or any ſolid hope 
of being admitted to the manſions of bliſs, when we 
depart this life. The firſt Teſtament, which contains 
the law and the prophets, preſents to our contempla- 
tion a variety of types and ſhadows of the glad ti- 
ings we find realized by Jeſus Chriſt in the Goſpel. 


The Epiſtles written by St. Paul and the other 


> Apoſtles, are comments on this bleſſed Goſpel; and 
both together ſhew, in the cleareſt light, the dreadful 
depravity of our nature, originating from the firſt 


Adam's fall; and our reſtoration by the ſecond Adam 


Chriſt, the ſerpent bruiſer, ſpoken by God, upon the 
fall of our firſt parents into their nature, as a ſeed of 


grace, to be a common benefit to al] their poſterity 
to the end of time. | 


- 


T 1 


M 
7 
* 
A 
X 
4 
* 


FT) 

In this Grind age, when infidelity makes ſuch 
rapid ſtrides, ſatan has ſtirred up many to uſe ; the 
pen as weapons to war againſt the word of God, 

and by that means has ſhaken the faith of thouſands. 

And when one church is divided into ſuch a multiph- . 

city of forms, it is the duty of every ſincere Chriſt- 

ian to ſearch the ſcriptures, with fervent prayer to 

God, that he may be taught of him the true ſpiritual * 

- ſenſe, and not rely wholly on others'who are equally 

frail and liable to error as himſelf. There are certain 

ſimple and important truths in the goſpel that will 
admit of no controverſy; and are ſo ſublime, and 
ſtrike ſo forcibly on the heart of every man, that all 
commentary from the pulpit or by writing muſt be 
ſuperfluous. Among theſe are the following, which 

I particularly recommend to your attention; per- 

ſuaded that if they are embraced by-a fincere and 

lively faith, they will teach you more ſpiritual Know- 
ledge chan all the religious books that were ever, 

written : * 

Repent ye, for the kingdom of heaven is at hand. 
6 Chriſt is that true light which lighteth every man 


ee that cometh into the world. 


„ Bleſſed are they that do hunger and thirſt fie 
e righteouſneſs, for they ſhall be filled. 

„ Chriſt ſhall baptize you with the Holy Ghoſt ad 
5 with fire. Verily, verily, I ſay unto thee, except: 


a man be born again he cannot ſee the kingdom ar: 


« God. | | 

- 66 That which is born of the fleſh i 18 fleſh, and ant 

& which is born of the ſpirit is ſpirit. * 7 0 

„ The father loveth the ſon, and hath given al 

„ things into his hand. 

e He that believetls: on the fon, hath everlaſting 

ce life. 

«© Whoever drinketh of the water "tha I ſhall ive 

% him, _ never thirſt again; but the water "ta - 
66 
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« ſhall give him mall be in him a well of water ſpring i 


& ing up into eternal life. 
For I came down from heaven not to do mine 


* own will, but the will of him that ſent me. 
4 He that eateth my fleſh and drinketh my blood, 
„ dwelleth in me, and I in him. 
This laſt paſſage has, J confeſs, occaſioned much 
| controverſy; but it is fo ſtriking, fo full of ſpiritual 


comfort, that I could not reſolve to omit it; eſpeci- 


ally as it is ſo fully and fo beautifully explained in 
another place by Chriſt himſelf. It is the ſpirit,” 


ſays our bleſſed teacher, „that quickeneth, the flefh 
% profiteth nothing: the words that-I ſpeak, they are 
* ſpirit, and they : are life.” 


which the holy ſcriptures abound, nn, beautiful 


and important. 
Then ſpake Jeſus again unto them: I am the 


e light of the world; he that followeth me ſhall not 


& abide in darkneſs, but ſhall have the light of life. 


If ye continue in my words, ew are yo. my diſ- 
& ciples indeed. 5 


Without me, ye can do nothing. 
“He that doth not gather with me, ſcattereth. 
«© My ſheep hear my voice, and I know them; and 
& they follow me, and I give unto them eternal life : 


2 and they ſhall never periſh; neither ſhall any man 


« pluck them out of my hand. 
I and my father are one. EY 
& I am the reſurrection and the life; he that be- 


< lieveth in me, though he were dead, yet ſhall he 


l ſhall now proceed 
to point out a few more 3 among thoſe with 


- 


« live: and whoſoever liveth .and denke eth in me 


% ſhall never die. 
“ I am the vine, ye are the branches; he that 


„ abideth in me, and I in him, the ſame bringeth 
« forth much fruit: for without me ye can do no- 
e thing.“ | | 


ce If | 


C1 7: 


«If ye abide in me, and my words abide in you, 
ee ye ſhall aſk way ye will, and it ſhall be done unto 
e %.. 
* If ye, chat a are evil, 150 oo to give good gilt 
« to your children, how much more ſhall your hea- 
66 venly Father give the Holy Spirit to them that 
bf ; 
„Seek, and ye ſhall find; Ae mn” it ſhall be 
„opened unto you. 
Come unto me all ye that are heavy laden, and I 
cc will give you reſt. Take my yoke upon you, and 
learn of me, for I am meek and lowly, and ye ſhall 
« find reſt for your ſouls; for my yoke is eaſy, and 
© my burthen is light.“ | 

That continual ſelf.denial and mortification of the 
fleſh, and that croſs which we are commanded daily 
to take up and follow Chriſt, is ſuch a 1 block 
to many who read the goſpel, that they are afraid of 
entering on a religious life. To thoſe in an unrege- 
nerated ſtate, theſe appear unſurmountable difficul- 
ties; but when the enlightened mind, with a firm and 
ſteady faith, views the bleſſed promiſes of Chriſt to 
all thoſe who are truly his diſciples, theſe obſtacles 
vaniſh as they look towards that bleſſed ſource for 
power and ſtrength to combate them. 

Another ſtumbling block is, that continual forgive- 
neſs of our enemies enforced ſo powerfully throughout 
the whole goſpel, revenge being ſo ſweet to our fallen 
nature. Not only in the Lord's prayer, but through- 
out the ſacred pages, is our own forgiveneſs made 
_ conditional of our forgiveing Others: our bleſſed Lord 
has taught us only to implore forgiveneſs upon thoſe 
conditions. — Forgive us our treſpaſſes, as we forgive 
them that treſpaſs againſt us. The true Chriſtian 

will go much further; he will not only forgive an in- 
jury done to his perſon, but will be moved with pity 
to fee- his enemy ſo * ſunk into the evil pA * 
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and will pray with Gncerity and % for him: 
this, and this only, is the touchſtone that can prove 
whether we have a grain of ſaving faith. 

The great Mr. Harvey, in his divine contempla- 
tions, ſeems to have had very miſtaken ideas of hea- 
ven, when he places it far above the ſtars; for could 
we be conveyed as far as that place he aſſigns for it, 

In an unregenerated ſtate, we ſhould ſtill remain at 

the ſame diſtance from it as if we were on the earth: 
for we learn from the ſacred goſpel that heaven is a 
pure innate principle, too fine and ſubtle for our 
groſs eyes to behold. Mahometans, Jews, and Chriſ- 
tians all agree in opinion, that God is an univerſal 
ſpirit that fills every part of the vaſt univerſe; con- 
fequently, heaven muſt. be as well here as at any 
remote diſtance the human mind is capable of form- 
ing to itſelf. Our holy guardian angels muſt always 
wo in heaven, and St. Paul has ſaid our converſation 
is in heaven. The idea, therefore, of a local heaven 
muſt be erroneous: it is as much here as any where 
elſe; and that ſoul which is truly regen can alone 
Pes errate into it. 


I ſhall now, through the bleſſing of God, make \- 


foul remarks!on prayer; the neceſſity of it, and what 
is implied by that admonition of St. Paul, “ to pray 
e Without ceaſing.“ Many writers have called prayer 

the food of the foul; but this is certainly a miſtake, 
tough it muſt be admitted that it is the only means 
God hath appointed by which we can receive the 
true ſpiritual food. The means that our heavenly 
Father makes uſe of to convict ſinners, are almoſt 

infinite; but to obtain that true hunger and thirſt 
_ after righteouſneſs, ſpoken of in the goſpel, we learn 
there is but one. Our bleſſed Lord, in one part of 
the goſpel, has contratted the whole law and the pro- 
Phets into this ſimple command, to do to others as 
we wiſh they ſhould do unto us; and has declared 
there it is the Whole. | + In 


In another part: „ Thou ſhalt love the Lord thy 
God, with all thy heart,” &c. “and thy neighbour 
eas thyſelf-” on theſe two commands, ſays he, hang 
all the law and the prophets. All ſin, in like manner, 
may be contracted to this one; that we are all broken 
off from God; and conſequently all righteouſneſs muſt 
be included in this, the being re- united again to God. 
By what means ſoever we are convicted or convinced 
that we are ſinners, a true converſion would inſtantly 
follow, (if not from our own fault) and we ſhould be 
brought to that true repentance never to be repented 
of: for God would immediately quicken that ſeed of 
grace that lay inactive in our fouls, by that true bap- 
tiſm of the Holy Ghoſt and with that ſacred fire.— 
The ſinner is then brought to ſee, in ſome meaſure, 
the depravity of his own heart, and the dreadful Rate 
he is in by nature; and how incapable he is of doing 
the leaſt thing imaginable towards his on ſalvation; 
as feeling and finding that his will runs counter and 
oppoſite to the will of God. In this ſtate, the ſinner 
is brought into the deepeſt humility, the true baſis of 
all Chriſtian virtues; and thinks no child of Adam 

had fo depraved and wicked a heart as himſelf. No 
language can deſcribe with what joy the ſinner in this 
ſtate embraces the glad tidings of the goſpel; he finds 
himſelf the heavy laden finner to whom Chriſt promiſes 

to give reſt; he feels the only true hunger and thirſt 
after righteouſneſs, the whole bent of his ſoul; his 
utmoſt wiſhes and fervent deſire is to be made like 

unto 'Chriſt: this is the only true method of praying 

ſpiritually; this is that earneſ{ delire, that divine hun- 
ger, which Chriſt has pronounced bleſſed; and has 
declared, throughout the ſacred pages, ſhall he ſatis- 

fied. St. Paul deſcribes ſuch praying to be beyond 


the power of utterance, and to exceed all language how 


great or good ſoever. Such a diſpoſition f the heart 
is continually praying without ceaſing, and will on 


1 
er , 
3 
Ph 
* 


15 . 
"ſia the pearl of at price; and may be: ſaid to ke 
heaven with a holy violence. In public worſhip and 
family prayer, ſome form of words muſt be made uſe 
of, but the ſame * of che heart 1 is always . 
quired. TI 5 
We find in our bleſſed Redeemer trek mdf eſſential 
virtues, which are the ſpring and baſis of all the reſt, 
"viz, his great humility; his perfect reſignation, not 
only to the will of his heavenly father, but to that of 
his moſt bitter enemies; and his fervent love and charity 
for all mankind. Theſe" virtues he implanted in the 
whole of our human nature, and carried through the 
© moſt dreadful trials, temptations, and ſufferings, making 
us thereby one again with God from whom we were 
broken off and ſeparated by fin.” The earneſt deſire 
of our ſouls ſhould, therefore, be to have theſe eſſen- 
tial virtues quickened in us, and to be made a living 
branch of that glorious vine. 
5 As that deep humility which charyBerinied! our 
bleſſed Lord, is a pearl of richeſt price, and, in our 
fallen ſtate, the hicheft gift of heaven, I ſhall now, 
/ ee the help of God, endeavour to explain by 
What means it may be obtained and quickened in us; 
and in what manner 'all other virtues ariſes, and can 
never be ſeparated from it. With reſpett to the 
means, there is but one: "the comparing our deeds 
Vith the righteous laws of God, and the holy life of 
Chriſt; refletting that we are brought into exiſtence 
like a wild aſſes Tee: that we are riſing like a bubble 
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itt in the ocean of time; and ſinking down to be no more 
iy heard of. That our lion and tiger like nature, is 
on the ſlighteſt occalion ready to break forth and ariſe 


11 into the fury of hell. Theſe things, if duly conſidered, 
are ſufficient to humble the woll lofty ſpirit, and give 
birth to that true humility in which alone is our ſecu- 
. rity. When we feel our total inability to do the leaſt 
it thing towards our OWN ſalvation, and oY it e 
| rom 


f- * 1 2 


from God through Chriſt, then ariſes that true reſig- 
nation, that Wes deſire that God's will may be done 
in us; and from thence, that meek light in which is 


all our ſpiritual joys. That meek heavenly light is a 


thouſand times more paſſive than any thing we can 


imagine: we have a feint reſemblance of it in the 


ſun, whole light reſiſteth nothing, but rejoices and vi- 
vify all nature. This heavenly light which flows from 


the celeſtial fire, muſt be ſhed abroad in every regene- ; 


rated foul, with the cryſtal water of life, and that blefled 
fireof love which never can be taken from the truly re- 
ſigned ſoul. But to return, as our humility increaſes, all 
the other virtues gather ſtrength from it. That thorn 
in the fleſh that St. Paul prayed might be removed, 
he tells us was not but that God informed him his 
ſtrength could only be manifeſted when he had the 
cleareſt ſight of his own weakneſs. It hath been al- 
moſt my whole prayer for a great length of time, that 
God would make me truly humble in body, foul, and 
ſpirit; that is, that he would give me the cleareſt ſight, 
and feeling ſenſe of my dreadful depraved heart: 
thanks be to his holy name, he hath heard and granted 
my prayer; for though I have committed ſo many ſins 
in my youth, that the thoughts of them has been a 
| ſore burthen, yet the wickedneſs and depravity of my 
heart exceed all the elan I ever tound 1 in the 
| ſacred pages. 
When it is ſaid, that . charity will cover a W 
6 of ſins:“ charity, we mult remember, is only a ſcrip- 
tural term for love; for love and charity are the ſame. 
That one law of love in heaven and earth is this, that 
we love God for himſelf, and all mankind in and ſor 
God, as the whole hierarchy of angels muſt do. This 
| charity i is of the molt extenſive nature, and does not 
_ exempt the poor any more than the rich; yet, if our 


circumſtances are {lender and our income ſmall, God 


does not require us to do more than we are able; for 
B 2 | | hs 
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the widow's mite, or a cup of water given ta a diſtreſ- 
| ſed brother with a ſympathiſing heart, where the means 
are really deſired, is as acceptable to God as the largeſt 
ſums from the rich; and Chriſt has promiſed ſhall 
not loſe its reward. 'One poor diſtreſſed brother may, 
at proper intervals, have it in his power to reheve and 
comfort another: to viſit the ſick and afflicted is ano- 
| ther bleſſed act. To think favourably of others who 
may differ from us in external or the ceremonial part 
of religion, and to reprove always with meekneſs. To 
e be the true worſhip of God as much as we poſſi- 
ly can by our own example, particularly to enforce 
the praftice of it in our own families, and to pray fer- 
vently that all may be brought to ſee the depravity of 
their own hearts, and be turned to the wiſdom of the 
- juſt. Such ſubſtantial” acts of charity as theſe, will 
cover fins of the darkeſt die; not merely conſidered 
as external acts, from which we can never claim any 
merit, but as they are the only certain teſtimonies, and 
demonſtrations that we are in a ſtate of regeneration 
and union with Chrilt. In this bleſſed ſtate, our fins, 
however great or multiplied, are all covered by his 
blood, and nailed to his croſs; as is well known to 
20 ſe who are in | that bleſſed principle of light there 
judgment or accuſer. Before I conclude, my 
| des friends and relatives, it is my wiſh to point out 
to you, and guard you againſt a few errors which are 
propagated by the moſt popular preachers of the pre- 
ſent day; I mean the Calviniſtic doctrine, which the 
Rev. Mr. Whitfield embraced and revived in this 
country: the principles of which are the particular 
election of a few to bliſs, and the eternal reprobation 
of by far the greateſt part of mankind to eternal dam- 
nation. Such a doftrine as this cannot be edifying; 
on the contrary it muſt have two very pernicious | 
effects: the one, to induce many who have no good 
works to PPPs they re 2 ps of ſaving faith, to 


preſume 
. 


10) 
preſume they are elected; and the other, to intimidate 
weak minds and tender conſciences, and drive them 

into a ſtate of deſpair, which not unfrequently ends in 
a deep melancholy bordering on inſanity. This do- 

trine is founded on the mere letter of St. Paul's epiſtle 
to the Romans and Galatians, which St. Peter re- 
marked was difficult to be underſtood; and which, he 
obſerves, many would wreſt to' do the utmoſt pre- 


judice. The deep ground of a part of St. Paul's 


_ writings cannot clearly be underſtood, except we have 
the ſame meaſure of the bleſſed ſpirit he had. It is 
a happy thing for the ſincere Chriſtian, that he has 
nothing to do with the dottrine of Calvin or Luther, 
Councils, creeds, or articles, às he hath in his breaſt 

a clear conviction that all religious ſyſtems, oppoſite 
ſectarian principles, are in a fallen ſtate, and bear no 


compariſon to that one free church that was firſt eſta- 


liſhed by the apoſtles. What God hath permitted, 
and doth ſtill in his righteous providence permit to 
_ exiſt, we muſt reſt ſatisfied with, having a charity for 
all; and having no ſcruples of conſcience to join with 
any in the external ceremonial worſhip of God, for to 
the pure, all places and forms muſt be pure. That part 
of the church ſervice is, I think, very excellent where 
it includes all mankind. I make it a point, and find 
much ſcriptural benefit from it, of attending every day 
morning and evening prayer; nor do I ever omit join- 
ing in prayer at home with my family: for without that 


continual ſupply of ſpiritual food, which prayer is _ 


appointed as the means of obtaining, our ſpiritual 
body muſt languiſh and die, for God hath appointed 
no other means by which we can receive it. Let me 
entreat you, therefore, my dear friends, as you value 
the good of your eternal ſouls, if you have not at- 
| tended to this important part of your duty, that you 
will now take up the reſolution that Joſhua did; and 
that, let others do what they will, you and your houſe 
„ | | N will 
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claimed an infallibility. 
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Vill ſerve the Lord. His ways, I can now declare to 


you from experience, are ways of pleaſantneſs, and 


all his paths are peace: religion is the ſource of every 
earthly as well as heavenly; comfort; for without 
ſome degree of holineſs no man ever did or can ſee 


the Lord. I hope and ſincerely pray, my dear 
friends, that you may have read this epiſtle with that 
attention the importance of the ſubject demands: 
particularly that part of it which I have ſelected out 
of the goſpel of St. John. He was the beloved diſ- 

ciple of our Lord, and had more of the divine 
light than any being on earth (Chriſt excepted:) 
the other evangeliſts are very great; for where one 


hath omitted any thing eſſential, the other has ſup- 


plied it. The other parts of the ſcripture preſent 
us abundance of ſpiritual helps, and may be com- 
pared to rivers which all take their riſe, and flow 
into that immenſe ocean of love the bleſſed goſpel. 
Moſes and all the other prophets and apoſtles had 
this bleſſed ſpirit by meaſure: not one of them ever 
In Chriſt only we read, 


« the fullneſs of the Godhead dwelt bodily.” “ 


_ To rafte, in the ſmalleſt degree, of happineſs here 
or hereafter is, to contract all our own wants, and 


to increaſe and expand our love and charity. Let 


As, my brethren, ſtrive to excel each other in acts 


of love, charity, and benevolence, even to thoſe who 
deſpitefully uſe us. Let us love all as brothers and 
ſiſters in Chriſt: this is the bleſſed charity that never 
faileth; and muſt remain when earth and fun ſhall 


be no more. It is this charity alone that has in- 
duced me to write you this long letter: and may 
the gracious and ever bleſſed God of love open 


your ſpiritual eyes to ſee in it the true ground of 


the Chriſtian faith, and of all Chriſtian virtues. — 
May he incline you to turn your thoughts inward, 
and to ſeek him in the centre of the ſoul, where 
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only; * is to be found: "Tar a God a far off was 
never yet found by any man. Attend only to' that 
ſtill voice} which is continually ; ſpeaking in eve 
ſoul on earth, and it will lead you into all truth, and 
into that glorious light and liberty of the ſons of 


God; and cauſe 935 to embrace with tranſport the 
ble ſſed tidings of the goſpel. 


I am, in all Chriſtian AE. to you, and. all friends 
in the country, „ 


your moſt. affectionate 
| brother, 
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A Heavenly Father, infinite fathomleſs depth 
of never-ceaſing love, ſave us from ourſelves, 

22 the diſorderly workings of our fallen long cor- 
rupted nature; and let our eyes ſee our hearts, and 
ſpirits feel and find thy ſalvation in Chriſt Jeſus. 

O God, who madeſt us for thyſelf, to ſhew forth 
dy goodneſs in us, manifeſt, we humbly beſegch 
thee, the life-giving power of thy holy nature within 
us: help us to ſuch a true and living faith in thee; 
ſuch ſtrength of hunger and thirſt after the birth, 
life, and ſpirit of thy holy Jeſus in our ſouls, "Me N 

all chat is within us may be turned from every inward 
thought or outward work that is not thee, thy holy 
Jeſus and heavenly working in our ſouls. Amen. 
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